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moment to honor these people, their ancestors, and their descendants, as well as 
the land.

Additionally, TheatreUNI is invested in the dismantling of systemic racism and 
oppression to equitably serve our students, audiences, community members, 

teachers and guest artists. The faculty and staff of TheatreUNI condemns racism 
of all types. The faculty and staff of TheatreUNI unconditionally commit to the 
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ARTISTIC DIRECTOR’S 
NOTE

“The mission of the Department of Theatre is to create theatre which excites 
and which illuminates the human condition in ways that are relevant to 
students, audiences, community members, teachers, and guest artists. 
To this end, the department offers coursework and productions that are 
diverse, creative, and participatory, serving students who want to prepare 
for a life in the theatre and also students who want to prepare a place for 
theatre in their lives. We create theatre, and in this process, educate. The 
Strayer-Wood Theatre, as the home of the Department of Theatre on the 
campus of the University of Northern Iowa, strives to produce theatre which 
allows an opportunity for student creation and participation and nurtures 
and entertains the University Community and the Cedar Valley. Strayer-
Wood Theatre productions are innovative, captivating, real theatre.”  
- TheatreUNI

I am so excited to join this vibrant theatre community. Matthew Weedman 
has directed a fantastic opening to this production season and I am so glad 
to share this comedy with you all. This season offers comedy, horror, family 
entertainment, and killer music. The season was chosen in a process that 
involves our full theatre faculty and staff who follow a schedule of genres 
to assure our students work on a wide variety of theatre in their years here. 
After a group of plays are chosen, we open it up to the students to voice 
their opinions and suggest other titles. We believe in student participation in 
the artistic process. These choices are made in the fall, rights procured, and 
then pre-production begins in spring. I hope you will join us to see the result 
of a process begun over a year ago and see all four shows this year. Thank 
you for your patronage, your participation, and your laughter.

William Hickman
Artistic Director



DIRECTOR’S NOTE

This semester I am teaching a course here at Theatre UNI called, 
appropriately enough, “Directing.” One of the things we distinguish is the 
difference between “Plot” and “Story.” In that class we determined that the 
plot is simply the order in which things happen in the play and the story is…
what the play is about.
 
I like that distinction - especially in regards to The Play That Goes Wrong, 
because I am not sure that I’ve ever read or seen a play in which the plot 
mattered less and the story mattered more. A lot of chaos happens on this 
stage and while the actors and the stage management team have worked 
incredibly hard to make that chaos fun and precise, the order in which they 
happen is not the most important element to this show. What’s important is 
that the members of the Cornley Drama Society are presenting The Murder 
at Haversham Manor because they love theatre and the act of telling a 
story so much that they are literally willing to risk their lives to do so. They 
are not bound by things like “good acting” or “reliable props” or even a set 
which is not a danger to them. They just want to tell a story. 

The students on this stage and those behind the scenes have this in 
common with these characters (outside of the bad acting and menacing set.) 
In the year 2023 they are here because they love telling stories and they are 
willing to devote themselves to beyond what many people would consider 
reasonable. I’m privileged to work with them and teach them.

Matthew J. Weedman
Director
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2023-2024 SEASON

THE PLAY THAT GOES WRONG
SEPTEMBER 28 THRU OCTOBER 8
By Henry Lewis, Henry Shields, and Jonathan Sayer
 An unconscious leading lady, a corpse who can’t play dead, a ruffled detective, and
 a word-mangling butler (among others) must battle against technical gaffes,
 forgotten lines, and sabotaging scenery in a quest to arrive all in one piece at the
 final curtain call.

 
DRACULA: A FEMINIST REVENGE FANTASY
OCTOBER 31 THRU NOVEMBER 5
 Kate Hamill, well-known for her contemporary theatrical adaptations of classic
 literature, boldly reimagines the world’s most famous vampire story from a
 feminist point of view. Tables are turned and roles reversed as the heroines of this
 play plunge a wooden stake into the heart of the patriarchy itself. 

 
HEATHERS: THE MUSICAL
FEBRUARY 23 THRU MARCH 3
By Kevin Murphy and Laurence O’Keefe
 Welcome to Westerburg High, where Veronica Sawyer is just another nobody
 dreaming of a better day. But when she joins the beautiful and impossibly cruel
 Heathers and her dreams of popularity may finally come true mysterious teen
 rebel JD teaches her that it might kill to be a nobody, but it is murder being a
 somebody. Based on the 1998 cult hit that starred Winona Ryder and Christian Slater. 

SUZETTE WHO SET TO SEA
APRIL 20 & 21
By Finegan Kruckemayer
 In a small seaside village where men build boats and women do not, young Suzette 
 knows she is different – she longs for the sea and believes she is meant for
 something greater than a life on land. So when a mysterious event occurs,
 Suzette is forced to do that most difficult thing – prove herself worthy of her
 destiny. This youth theatre production will tour to all Waterloo elementary schools
 during the Spring 2024 semester. 




